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Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards 
Our state has established rigorous goals for teaching and learning in 18 
subject areas. As defined in the introduction to each document:   

Academic standards specify what students should know and be 
able to do, what they might be asked to do to give evidence of 
standards, and how well they must perform. They include content, 
performance, and proficiency standards. 

• Content standards refer to what students should know 
and be able to do. 

• Performance standards tell how students will show that 
they are meeting a standard. 

• Proficiency standards indicate how well students must perform. 

Paraphrased Standards 
In this document, you will find that the performance standards have been 
reworded to fit the tables. We hope these shortened statements will give 
some meaning to the numbers and letters of the standards as you refer 
to the tables. While every attempt has been made to preserve the intent 
of the standards, you should always consult the original wording for 
clarification, reference, and further correlations. 

About These Templates 
These Microsoft Word templates were originally used to correlate Project 
Learning Tree activities with Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards. You 
will find these PLT correlations at www.dnr.state.wi.us. Search for Project 
Learning Tree or follow the links to educator resources. Many educators 
requested access to the blank templates to streamline correlating their 
own programs with the standards. These templates have been developed 
in Word 2000 and tested in Word 97. We designed these tables to be 
used as you see them and cannot make any guarantees about your 
success at modifying the layout, fonts, or other format attributes. We 
have tried to make them user-friendly by setting styles for entry and 
embedding the fonts. We suggest you establish shortcuts for the entry 
of symbols into the tables to save time and frustration. Both  and  
are from “Wingdings2.” 

Project Sponsors 
The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board provided funding for the 
development of these templates (grant number 2000-0019). Production 
would not have been possible without the assistance of the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources and Wisconsin’s PLT Advisory 
Committee. These templates were designed by Beth Mittermaier. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Social Studies 

A. Geography: People, Places, 
and Environments 

Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will learn about geography 
through the study of the relationships among people, 
places, and environments. 
     

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the achievement 
of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Social Studies 

B. History: Time,       
Continuity, and Change 

Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will learn about the history of 
Wisconsin, the United States, and the world, examining 
change and continuity over time in order to develop 
historical perspective, explain historical relationships, 
and analyze issues that affect the present and future.     

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the achievement 
of the standard. 

Name of your program Grade B.
4.

1 
Id

en
ti

fy
 a

nd
 e

xa
m

in
e 

so
ur

ce
s 

of
 h

is
to

ric
al

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

B.
4.

2 
Us

e 
ti

m
el

in
es

 t
o 

de
sc

rib
e 

er
as

 in
 h

is
to

ry
 

B.
4.

3 
Ex

am
in

e 
lit

er
at

ur
e 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
liv

es
 o

f 
pe

op
le

 

B.
4.

4 
Co

m
pa

re
 c

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 li
fe

 w
it

h 
lif

e 
in

 t
he

 p
as

t 

B.
4.

5 
Id

en
ti

fy
 t

he
 m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f 
im

po
rt

an
t 

po
lit

ic
al

 v
al

ue
s 

B.
4.

6
 E

xp
la

in
 t

he
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
 o

f 
ho

lid
ay

s 
an

d 
sy

m
bo

ls
 

B.
4.

7 
Id

en
ti

fy
 im

po
rt

an
t 

ev
en

ts
 a

nd
 f

am
ou

s 
pe

op
le

 

B.
4.

8
 C

om
pa

re
 p

as
t 

an
d 

pr
es

en
t 

te
ch

no
lo

gi
es

 

B.
4.

9 
De

sc
rib

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
co

op
er

at
io

n 
an

d 
in

te
rd

ep
en

de
nc

e 

B.
4.

10
 E

xp
la

in
 h

is
to

ric
al

 a
nd

 c
ur

re
nt

 W
is

co
ns

in
 A

m
er

ica
n 

In
di

an
s 

B.
8

.1 
In

te
rp

re
t 

th
e 

pa
st

 u
si

ng
 p

rim
ar

y 
so

ur
ce

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 

B.
8

.2
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 h

ow
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t 
ev

en
ts

 in
flu

en
ce

 h
is

to
ry

 

B.
8

.3
 D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 e
ve

nt
s 

B.
8

.4
 E

xp
la

in
 h

ow
 e

ve
nt

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
in

te
rp

re
te

d 
di

ff
er

en
tl

y 

B.
8

.5
 U

se
 h

is
to

ric
al

 e
vid

en
ce

 t
o 

de
te

rm
in

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 v

al
ue

s 

B.
8

.6
 A

na
ly

ze
 im

po
rt

an
t 

po
lit

ic
al

 v
al

ue
s 

B.
8

.7
 Id

en
ti

fy
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t 
ev

en
ts

 a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e 

in
 m

aj
or

 e
ra

s 

B.
8

.8
 Id

en
ti

fy
 m

aj
or

 s
ci

en
ti

fic
 d

is
co

ve
rie

s 
an

d 
in

no
va

ti
on

s 

B.
8

.9
 E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 s

ci
en

ce
 &

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
y 

ne
ed

 r
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 

B.
8.

10
 A

na
ly

ze
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
ps

 a
m

on
g 

gr
ou

ps
 o

f 
pe

op
le

 

B.
8

.11
 S

um
m

ar
iz

e 
W

is
co

ns
in

 A
m

er
ic

an
 In

di
an

 t
rib

al
 is

su
es

 

B.
8.

12
 D

es
cr

ib
e 

ho
w 

hi
st

or
y 

ca
n 

be
 o

rg
an

iz
ed

 a
nd

 a
na

ly
ze

d 

List of activities                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        



 4 

Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Social Studies 

C. Political Science and 
Citizenship 

Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will learn about political science 
and acquire the knowledge of political systems 
necessary for developing individual civic responsibility by 
studying the history and contemporary uses of power, 
authority, and governance. 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the achievement 
of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Social Studies 

D. Economics: Production, 
Distribution, Exchange, 
Consumption 

Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will learn about 
production, distribution, exchange, and 
consumption so that they can make 
informed economic decisions. 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the achievement 
of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Social Studies 

E. The Behavioral Sciences: 
Individuals, Institutions, and Society 

Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will learn about the behavioral sciences by 
exploring concepts from the discipline of sociology, the study of the 
interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions; the 
discipline of psychology, the study of factors that influence 
individual identity and learning; and the discipline of anthropology, 
the study of cultures in various times and settings.     

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of the standard. 
  Activity reinforces or supports the achievement of the 

standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 8 Social Studies 

E. The Behavioral Sciences: 
Individuals, Institutions, and Society 

Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will learn about the behavioral sciences by 
exploring concepts from the discipline of sociology, the study of the 
interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions; the 
discipline of psychology, the study of factors that influence 
individual identity and learning; and the discipline of anthropology, 
the study of cultures in various times and settings.     

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of the standard. 
  Activity reinforces or supports the achievement of the 

standard. 
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